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(Note: Portions of this content were modified or borrowed from https://kindlepreneur.com/write-author-bio/, as well as other websites) 
 

What is an Author Bio? 
 

In its simplest form, an author bio includes such things as: 
• Who you are as a writer (facts readers need to know)  
• Your credentials 
• Your interests 
• A call to action 
• Other relevant information you want to share with your target audience 

 

As you can imagine, if you simply follow the above list, your bio will be dry and will not stand out. 
 
Generally, your author bio should be under 100 words. 
Depending on the specific purpose, you might also need a longer bio, but rarely more than 300 words.  
 
Why is an Author Bio important? 
 

It’s more important than you might think! A good author bio can accomplish the following: 
• It builds credibility 
• It affirms whether what you have to say is worth reading 
• It tells your target audience that you have written a book for them 
• Readers may relate to your personal story 
• You will sell more books 

 
The most important thing…  
 

Your bio shows that you are the kind of author your targeted audience wants to read. 
 

- You are building credibility with your reader. 
- Readers are buying books from writers they want to support. If readers learn more about you and 

can relates to you, they are much more likely to buy. 
 
Figure Out Your Genre and Target Audience 
 

This is essential before you write your author bio! You must consider these two questions: 
1. What type of book have you written? 
2. Who did you write it for? 

 
What type of book have you written? 
Important – Your author bio must reflect your writing style and genre. 
Notice I said it must reflect these, not just describe them. 
 
Do you write middle grade comedy stories? Then don’t write your bio like a middle grade textbook. 
Do you write horror novels? Then don’t include a happy description of how much you like puppies. 
Do you write about spirituality and personal growth? Then include some life-affirming positivity. 
Do you write contemporary romance? Then make sure your bio personality represents your audience. 

 
Who did you write it for? 
Important – Figure out your average target reader, then write your author bio for that person. 
Don’t underestimate the importance of knowing who you are writing for! 



Writing your Author Bio 
 

Here is a reasonable checklist (from Dave Chesson): 
 

• Begin with a punchy, impactful first sentence. 
• Introduce your area of expertise or your unique personality, depending on the genre. 
• Build credibility without overly bragging. 
• Add a personal touch, such as a relatable profession or quirky hobby. 
• Finish on a call to action (check out the new book, follow you on social media, etc.). 

 
You need to keep asking yourself—is this relevant to my target reader? 
 
Essential Tips: 
 

- Write your author bio in THIRD PERSON (always) 
- Less is more when it comes to achievements. Just mention one, the most relevant to your target 

audience. Two at the most.  
- Keep it short (under 100 words). This takes practice. Remember, the faster the reader learns 

about you, the sooner they can buy your book. 
- Make sure your personality comes through! Readers loving feeling like they can connect with an 

author. Have fun with it. 
- Think of your bio as a business card. Add a brief call to action at the end, especially your author 

website address or social media information. 
 
Where you can use your Author Bio 
  

- On your Amazon Author Page 
- In the Back Matter of your book (About the Author page) 
- On your author website (this version could be longer than 100 words) 
- On your Bookbub Author Page 
- On promotional items (bookmarks, flyers, notecards, etc.) 

 
Examples of Author Bios 
 
As you read these, be sure to note when the authors display their voice, personality, and genre. 
 
Stan Smith (89 words) This is my previous bio: 
Stan Smith currently lives with his wife Trish in a house deep in an Ozarks forest near Warsaw, 
Missouri. He writes adventure novels with a generous sprinkling of science fiction. His stories are about 
regular people who find themselves caught up in highly unusual situations. His goal is to stimulate your 
sense of wonder, get your heart pounding, and keep you reading late into the night, with minimal risk of 
exposure to spelling and punctuation errors. His books are for anyone who loves adventure, discovery, 
and mind-bending surprises. http://www.stancsmith.com 
 
When preparing this presentation topic, I decided to rewrite my author bio (88 words): 
  
Stan C. Smith lives with his wife Trish deep in an Ozark forest near Warsaw, Missouri. Stan writes 
science fiction adventure series filled with extraordinary creatures, breathtaking landscapes, narrow 
escapes, and a few contemptuous robots. When not hiking in the woods or paddling a canoe, Stan spends 



his time writing and editing, trying to ignore the turkeys and deer staring in the windows to convince 
him to toss out another handful of corn. 
Subscribe to Stan’s email newsletter to get a new short story every two weeks. 
http://www.stancsmith.com 
 
Jenna Moreci (83 words) 

• International #1 Amazon Bestseller 
• YouTube's Cyborg Queen 
• Aquarius, tall person, & southpaw 

 

Jenna Moreci is a #1 bestselling author of dark fantasy, as well as a YouTube sensation with hundreds of 
thousands of subscribers. The Savior’s Champion, her first novel in The Savior’s Series, was voted one 
of the Best Books of All Time by Book Depository. 
  

Born and raised in Silicon Valley, Jenna spends her free time laughing until her face hurts with her 
goofball fiancé and snuggling with her tiny dog. 
 
John Scalzi (85 words) 
John Scalzi writes books, which, considering where you’re reading this, makes perfect sense. He’s best 
known for writing science fiction, including the New York Times bestseller Redshirts, which won the 
Hugo Award for Best Novel. He also writes non-fiction, on subjects ranging from personal finance to 
astronomy to film, was the Creative Consultant for the Stargate: Universe television series. He enjoys 
pie, as should all right thinking people. You can get to his blog by typing the word “Whatever” into 
Google. No, seriously, try it. 
 
Wimpy Fart (68 words) 
Who is Wimpy Fart? Wimpy Fart loves Minecraft and writes awesome Minecraft books for YOU 
because you are the best Minecraft fans in the world. You can email Wimpy Fart to tell him about your 
favorite Minecraft books, or to talk about really loud farts. wimpyfart@gmail.com Oh – Wimpy Fart 
reads all your awesome Amazon reviews and likes to know what you want to read about in Minecraft 
books! 
 
 
 
Here are a few more, taken straight from their Amazon book pages: 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 


