Get your First 1,000 Readers
Stan C. Smith

Step 7: How to Use Bookfunnel
Remember, the goal is for everyone to end up having a finished product, published on Amazon, with
edited content, a high-quality cover, and a growing collection of reviews. Then we will go through
the process of putting your reader magnet to work for you as an author!
We’ve already talked extensively about what a Reader Magnet is and why it’s a good idea to have
one, how to plan your Reader Magnet, how to get it written, how to edit it, how to choose a highquality cover, how to write a tagline and book description, and how to format your book! (see the
previous handouts for Steps 1-6—on the WoW website Resources page:
https://writersofwsbg.weebly.com/resources.html).
Now it’s time to start putting your Reader Magnet (or other book) to work for you. After all, every
book or story you write needs to earn its keep, right? We don’t want our books to be slackers!
Let’s take a look at how Bookfunnel can help you build your reading audience.

What is Bookfunnel?

Bookfunnel is an online site that provides several essential services. Primarily, it gives you a
controlled way to distribute your book(s) to readers. There are several other services that do these
things, but (in my opinion) Bookfunnel is the best. You can…
1. Make your book available in multi-author giveaways (to build your email subscriber list)
2. Make your book available in multi-author sales promotions (to promote sales and Kindle
Unlimited page reads)
3. Distribute your book to your Advance Reader team (ARC team).
4. Make your books available on your website (as Reader Magnet freebies, or for sale)
The best thing about Bookfunnel is that they provide all the technical support for your readers! I
cannot over-emphasize this. When you get to the point where you are distributing your book(s) to
hundreds or even thousands of readers, you DO NOT want to be involved in helping those who can’t
figure out how to get the books onto their ebook reading devices or into their ebook reading apps.
You want to spend your time writing, not helping with technical issues!

How Much Does Bookfunnel Cost?

I want to point out that Bookfunnel is an ESSENTIAL TOOL (as essential as your website and your
email newsletter service). If you are serious about building your reading audience, Bookfunnel is
worth far, far more than the small amount they charge for it.
First Time Author plan ($20/year). This plan allows you to get started. You can create “landing
pages” to distribute books and participate in multi-author sales.
Mid List Author plan ($100/year). The most important feature of this plan is that it allows you to
collect email addresses in return for a copy of your book. These email addresses are the foundation

of your book marketing efforts. This is how you get your first 1,000 readers! At less than $10 per
month, it is one of the best investments in your writing career you can make.
Bestseller plan ($250/year). There are some advantages to this plan, but so far I consider them
non-essential. No reason to move to this plan until you are REALLY ready for it.

Sign up at: https://bookfunnel.com
Once you pick a plan and sign up, it’s time to get started!

First Things First – Uploading a Book to Bookfunnel

In order to use Bookfunnel, you have to upload your formatted book files and your book cover.
Then you can start creating “landing pages” and participating in group promotions.
Here is the menu you will see on the left side of your screen
There are many things you can do in Bookfunnel, but first you need to add your
book.
To get started, click here.

Then click Add New Book

This will open the Book Details screen (see next page)

Adding your Book Details

Fill in the requested information, as I have done above for FUSED: TRAINING DAY.
NOTE: The Amazon ASIN is optional. That is Amazon’s ID number for your book, so you will not be
able to enter that number unless you have already put your book on Amazon.

Adding your Book Files

Below the book details, click on Book Files to expand the box, which will then look like this:
Notice that I have already uploaded
my cover (the JPEG ebook image
from my cover designer).
I have also uploaded the EPUB file
(for most ereaders other than
Kindle), and my MOBI file (for
Kindle), and my PDF file (for people
who don’t have any ereader device or
app)

Once your book files are uploaded, click Save and Close.

Creating a Landing Page

After you click Save and Close, you will see the book’s detail page.
At the bottom of the detail page, you have options for creating LANDING PAGES.
Notice that I have already created one landing page.

Look at the list of choices for landing pages. Cool, huh? Just click the choice you are interested in and
work your way through the settings. Don’t worry, it’s easy.

What Exactly is a Landing Page?

A Landing Page is a web page where readers download your book (either in exchange for their
email address or with no obligation at all). Here’s my landing page for FUSED: TRAINING DAY:

Why are Landing Pages so Awesome?
First, because Bookfunnel takes care of all the
technical support for you! They have nice,
detailed instructions available to the readers, so
even those readers who are not tech savvy at all
can get your book into their ebook reader device
or app. You don’t have to spend valuable time
helping people!
Here’s what readers will see
when they click Get My Book:
They click the choice for how they want to read
the book, and then Bookfunnel provides further
instructions as they download the book.

For example, if they select Kindle Tablet or E-Reader,
here is what they see next:

Couldn’t be any easier, right?
This is one reason Bookfunnel is so useful.
IMPORTANT: The Landing Page above does not require the reader to give their email address.
That’s because it is a Landing Page I made so that I could give the book as a thank-you freebie to the
readers who are already subscribed to my email newsletter.
So, if you want to use your book as a Reader Magnet to get new subscribers, you set up another
Landing Page that requires readers to type in their email address.
For INFINITY I have three Landing Pages:
Notice that beside
each Landing Page
on the list, you can
copy the link to the
landing page. This
is the link you can
put on your web
site and in your
emails.

Notice that the bottom one is the Reader Magnet Landing Page. And… notice the book has been
traded for 3,999 reader email addresses! That book is earning its keep. It has given me almost 4,000
new readers! Many of those readers have gone on to purchase my other books. That’s what Reader
Magnets and Bookfunnel can do for you!

When readers click Get My Book on a
Reader Magnet Landing Page, here is what
they see:
Notice that they are giving you their email
address in return for your book. This is a
fair trade. And it is essential to your
marketing efforts.

There are many other things you can do with Bookfunnel.
Perhaps the most important is joining Promotions.
These are multi-author promotions, in which authors
combine their efforts to help each other get new email
newsletter subscribers.
These promotions are free to join, and you can get several
hundred downloads of your book in one promotion. This
means several hundred new subscribers to your email
newsletter. This means several hundred new readers!
The key is to join promotions with authors who most closely
match the genre of your writing. That way, you are getting
readers who already like books similar to yours.
To make this easier, Bookfunnel divides their promotions into
specific genres.

Below is what part of a Multi-Author Promotion page looks like. Each author includes the link
to the promotion in one of their newsletters, so that their readers can click the link to get some
of the books. If 20 authors are participating in the promotion, and each of those authors has
2,000 subscribers, then you potentially have 40,000 readers looking at this page. Those who like
the look of your cover will click the cover to read more about your book on your Landing Page. If
they like the book description on your Landing Page, they will click Get My Book, and they will
subscribe to your email list in return for the book.
This is the easiest, most effective way to build your audience! Of course, you must keep them
subscribed by sending out engaging email newsletters.

